“Safe Environment Program Did You Know...”

The following information is to be used in parish bulletins or weekly parent school communications to raise
awareness of the Safe Environment Program in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee.

Did You Know...

The Safe Environment Program in the Catholic Church is not only making our parishes and schools safe places for
our children, youth, and vulnerable adults. We hope that all clergy, employees, and volunteers’ task themselves
with protecting the young and vulnerable in their workplaces, neighborhoods, communities, and even their own
homes. Our goal is greater than just safe environments within the four walls of our parishes and schools, but safer
communities for all God’s children to live, learn and grow.

Did You Know...

In 2023, in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, over 250 Safe Environment Education Sessions were conducted with
over 4,400 adults trained in identifying signs of abuse and neglect, over 7,900 criminal background checks were
conducted on clergy, employees, and volunteers, and about 40,000 children were trained in Safe Environment
topics. Every year in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, each parish and school are required to complete a report
documenting their compliance with the Safe Environment Program’s policies and procedures. The Archdiocese of
Milwaukee Safe Environment Office uses those reports to compile an archdiocesan report for USCCB audit firm
Stonebridge Partners on our archdiocesan compliance with the Charter for the Protection of Children and Young
People. The Archdiocese of Milwaukee has been found compliant every year since 2004.

Did You Know...

All clergy, employees and volunteers are instructed to contact local law enforcement or Child Protective Services
immediately if they are made aware of a child being sexually abused. All bishops, priests, deacons lay
parish/school staffs, and volunteers are required to follow the mandatory reporting laws of the State of Wisconsin.
In Wisconsin, all clergy and all school employees are considered mandatory reporters and can face legal penalties
for failing to report suspected or known child abuse or neglect.

Did You Know...

All seminarians and candidates for the Permanent Diaconate in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee undergo criminal
background checks, Safe Environment Education training in child abuse prevention, interviews, psychological
evaluations, classes and workshops on human sexuality, and mandatory reporter training.

Did You Know...

All clergy, employees, and volunteers are required to meet all of the requirements of safe environment certification.
Certification includes participating in training on recognizing signs of abuse and neglect, identifying grooming
behaviors, training in maintaining boundaries, and mandatory reporting; reviewing the Code of Ethical Standards
and the Social Media and Digital Communication Policy, and undergoing a criminal background check.
Certification is required prior to beginning ministry and subsequently every five years.
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Did You Know...

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee has a Victim Assistance Coordinator that assists survivors of sexual abuse to
navigate through the process of reporting abuse and receiving counselling services. The Victim Assistance
Coordinator can be reached at (414) 758-2232.

The Archdiocese of Milwaukee also has a third-party reporting mechanism for misconduct through Convercent.
All mandatory reporting laws in the State of Wisconsin are required to be followed with all reports to the
Archdiocese of Milwaukee or Convercent. A report of abuse can also be made through the Advocate Aurora
Healing Center or directly reported to the appropriate civil authorities.

Did You Know...
No priest or deacon with a substantiated allegation of sexual abuse of a minor can or will ever serve as a priest or
deacon in the Archdiocese of Milwaukee.

Did You Know...
In the Archdiocese of Milwaukee, a Diocesan Review Board reviews allegations against clergy involving abuse of a
minor and serves as an instrument to help hold our diocese accountable.
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""Programa de ambiente sequro ¢Sabia que ...""

La siguiente informacién se utilizara en los boletines parroquiales o en las comunicaciones semanales de la escuela para
padres para crear conciencia sobre el Programa de Ambiente Seguro en la Arquididcesis de Milwaukee.

Sabias...

El Programa de Ambiente Seguro en la Iglesia Catélica no solo esta haciendo de nuestras parroquias y escuelas lugares
seguros para nuestros nifios, jovenes y adultos vulnerables. Esperamos que todos los clérigos, empleados y voluntarios se
encarguen de proteger a los jovenes y vulnerables en sus lugares de trabajo, vecindarios, comunidades e incluso en sus
propios hogares. Nuestro objetivo es mas que ambientes seguros dentro de las cuatro paredes de nuestras parroquias y
escuelas, sino comunidades mas seguras para que todos los hijos de Dios vivan, aprendan y crezcan.

Sabias...

En 2023, en la Arquididcesis de Milwaukee, se llevaron a cabo mas de 250 Sesiones de Educacion sobre Ambiente
Seguro con mas de 4,400 adultos capacitados para identificar signos de abuso y negligencia, se realizaron mas de 7,900
verificaciones de antecedentes penales de clérigos, empleados y voluntarios, y sobre de 40,000 nifios fueron
capacitados en temas de Ambiente Seguro. Cada afio en la Arquididcesis de Milwaukee, cada parroquia y escuela debe
completar un informe que documente su cumplimiento con las politicas y procedimientos del Programa de Ambiente
Seguro. La Oficina de Ambiente Seguro de la Arquididcesis de Milwaukee utiliza esos informes para compilar un
informe arquidiocesano para la firma de auditoria de la USCCB, Stonebridge Partners, sobre nuestro cumplimiento
arquidiocesano con la Carta para la Proteccion de Nifios y Jovenes. La Arquidiocesis de Milwaukee cumple todos los
afios desde 2004.

Sabias...

Se instruye a todo el clero, empleados y voluntarios para que se comuniquen con la policia local o los Servicios de
Proteccidn Infantil de inmediato si se enteran de que un nifio esta siendo abusado sexualmente. Se requiere que todos los
obispos, sacerdotes, diaconos, personal laico de la parroquia/escuela y voluntarios sigan las leyes de notificacion
obligatoria del Estado de Wisconsin. En Wisconsin, todo el clero y todos los empleados escolares se consideran
denunciantes obligatorios y pueden enfrentar sanciones legales por no denunciar el abuso o negligencia infantil
sospechado o conocido.

Sabias...

Todos los seminaristas y candidatos para el diaconado permanente en la Arquididcesis de Milwaukee se someten a
verificaciones de antecedentes penales, capacitacién en Educacion para Ambiente Seguro en la prevencidn del abuso
infantil, entrevistas, evaluaciones psicologicas, clases y talleres sobre sexualidad humana y capacitacion obligatoria para
reporteros.

Sabias...

Todos los clérigos, empleados y voluntarios deben cumplir con todos los requisitos de la certificacién de ambiente
seguro. La certificacion incluye participar en la capacitacion sobre el reconocimiento de signos de abuso y negligencia, la
identificacion de comportamientos inapropiados, la capacitacion en el mantenimiento de limites y la denuncia
obligatoria; revisar el Codigo de Etica y la Politica de Redes Sociales y Comunicacion Digital, y someterse a una
verificacion de antecedentes penales. Se requiere certificacion antes de comenzar el ministerio y posteriormente cada
cinco afios.
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Sabias...

La Arquidiocesis de Milwaukee tiene un Coordinador de Asistencia a Victimas que ayuda a los sobrevivientes de abuso
sexual a navegar a través del proceso de reportar abuso y recibir servicios de asesoramiento. Puede comunicarse con el
Coordinador de Asistencia a Victimas al (414) 758-2232.

La Arquidiécesis de Milwaukee también tiene un programa para poder denuncia mala conducta a través de Convercent.
Todas las leyes de informes obligatorios en el estado de Wisconsin deben cumplirse con todos los informes a la
Arquidiocesis de Milwaukee o Convercent. También se puede hacer un informe de abuso a través del Centro de Curacién
Advocate Aurora o directamente a las autoridades civiles correspondientes.

Sabias...
Ningun sacerdote o didcono con una acusacion justificada de abuso sexual de un menor puede o servira como sacerdote o
diacono en la Arquididcesis de Milwaukee.

Sabias...
En la Arquidiocesis de Milwaukee, una Junta de Revision Diocesana revisa las acusaciones contra el clero que
involucra el abuso de un menor y ayuda a responsabilizar a nuestra didcesis.
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